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FOREWORD
Man and synthetic and naturally occurring organic compounds ultimately interact with soil. It is essential that we have detailed knowledge about the movement, sorption, degradation, and dissipation that organic compounds undergo in soil if the contamination of natural resources is to be minimized. This special publication contains the papers presented at a symposium entitled "Sorption and Degradation of Agricultural Chemicals in Soils" that was held at the 1991 Annual Meetings of SSSA and ASA. The papers present state-of-the-art information regarding the relationships between sorption and degradation of anthropogenic compounds in soils. This needed information is critical to the development of models predicting the fate of organic chemicals in soils. The SSSA and ASA Executive Committees commend the organizers of the symposium and the editors of the special publication for identifying an important issue and producing a high quality symposium and publication. 
PREFACE
Few, if any, processes that occur in soil are isolated from the effects of their surrounding environment. The degradation of man made or naturally occurring organic compounds is no exception. Over the past several decades considerable time and energy has been spent on defining the conditions that influence the breakdown of organic compounds in soil. For example, the effects of water content, temperature, nutrient and oxygen availability, pH, and the types of microorganisms involved have all been examined. However, until recently the idea that an organic compound's physical or chemical behavior in soil could have an impact on its rate of degradation received far less attention.
One area in which interest is rapidly growing concerns the role that adsorption may play in affecting the rate and extent of an organic compound's degradation in soil. Bioavailability of sorbed compounds, effects of sorption on degradation and technologies required to measure degradation of sorbed versus non-sorbed compounds are some of the questions currently being addressed. Ultimately, answers to these questions will allow us to couple the dynamic processes of sorption and degradation in a way that will improve our understanding and ability to predict the fate of organic compounds in the soil environment.
As a result of the interest in this area, the symposium "Sorption and Degradation of Agricultural Chemicals in Soils" was conceived, organized and held at the annual SSSA meetings in Denver, CO during October, 1991. The symposium was sponsored by Division 8-3 and cosponsored by Divisions S-l and S-2 of the SSSA and Division A-5 of the ASA. This Special Publication represents the proceedings of that symposium. The chapters that follow attempt to bring together current thinking regarding the issues and constraints involved in coupling the processes of sorption and degradation. It is hoped that these proceedings will be of value not only to seasoned soil and environmental scientists, but to students of these disciplines as well.
I would like to extend my thanks to the authors involved in this publication for their valuable contributions, to the editorial committee and numerous other scientists for their help in reviewing manuscripts and to the SSSA staff for their patience, help, and professional guidance during the publication process. 
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